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The Korean story is an old, old utox-y-/:w old as Jiwm Crow
in the Armed services. Tt is a story of the auc;'irice of
Neﬁro troops upon the alter of segregation, ’i'h‘e‘ pattern is
little verled, i‘rforx}:> r:ag-hetor ;Lnx-. Flprut ®tsopo come mcwcmwm:
btnxmmrcpox-ts/or some herolc deed done hy Negro :-oldiurs.
somathing to indicute the coursge with which' they nre i‘uoing
the enemy and thelr ablilty to take the toughest, kind of
fighting MMCwWUEORIODbvE,  And then o different kind of
Btory boglns to come back frow the rront‘qs if in & concerted
effort to dlacredit the ,r#cord of HNegro Tighting wmen. Theue
latter are storles ol fncompetency, fallure and oowardico,—-

* stories which would make 1t appear. that Negroes nx-e not oapable
of combat duty and ®hould be restricted to labor, babtnliom.

This pattern was glaringly npparmt in World Wap
‘ : Negro regiments and Negro troops reculved wide publicity‘ for ;
bravary and strategio victories won 1in the early days ol th‘n‘f.,_ .
wars Later came the stories that they were cowards, that they
. ¥an under fire and had to be court martialled ror violation 61‘
the 75th Article of Vlar, that is, for wisbehavior in fyont ot
the enemy. The Nutional' J\ssocintion for the Advuncement of
Colored People sought to investigats the oomplninbs in that war
but the records wore Rever made fully nvailable to the Auso-
ciation's repx'eaeueativea. : e RE
This pattern was repentod in Italy during vorld Viar II.
. ' The all-Negro 92nd Division was acgused ormbalna/nble to

DS stand up under fire, Again thore were courta martisl of uen

- ) \ (uore)
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unjustly aceused of running away from the onemy. Muny of

the men convicted by these courts mavtial _uppealed to our
Assoclation and we assigned one of our luwyox-a to review

the records in theaa cuses and Lo px-auunt argumont; balore

the Judiclal Council of the Judge Advocate Qaq;«ral'e office
in Viashington. But this wes after .the war and j;hé rocords
were cold and bawm and the witnesses scattered to the four
cornera of the worlde “liven 80 wo were successtul in obtaln-
ing excneration for meny of the men snd substential ieduotioxm
in sentences for otherse ‘

Vhen the war broke out in Korea last June Es,whilo oux-:
orgenlzatlon wes in annual convention at Bouton. we were nwax'e
of the coneistent pattern, A4s thexmﬁ‘gn "polica action" )
sgttled down into a grim, coacly and protracted ’wm.f, ve had
the feellng that this was the point whore we had come 1n.

Filrst there was the story of the initial Awerican victc;ry in
the Korean cumpalgn. That was a viotqry by the 2Lth Inf,a'utry
which srrived in Korea on July 12 and was two days 1@1;5:- ,th»wt
into the mldst of the fightinge It wma this all-Negro re(;lmapt
uhiuh won rox- our co\mtry ita firat viuto;'y over the North
Koreans. ) ) A.

Remambe;' the story of the battle of Bloody Poakte The
Third Battallon of the 2lth Infentry fought up and down tho
wountainslde in & dauperatg effort to dislodge the l{prt}x Korean‘s )
who from that point of vantage communded the hi;_x;hway to 'etr;tesio : .
Yechon. For days the fighting wus contlnued with replacemun’os
constantly required. Gueualf.y rates nex'e nnbelievabli and

(more)
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staguering but still the 2lth fought on, and finally held :

Bloody Poak in the first agax-osqivo action 'by ouy »troops.,

This feat was widaly hailed in the American press and on the

redio. This was st a time when most of the American Az'xny
relentless .

was lalling buck under pressure of m;sxm North Kox-eun .

attackse They were not only rnlling back b\zt they ware x-q-’-

treating with suoh alarcity that a:. cynicnl obaerver mi"b\'. have

conoludey that they were running eway Irowm the enemy. It. '

_began to look as if, ox‘/all the Amcricun troopi oversean ,ouly
the 2lith was fighting and winninge
And then it happonad sgain. Such populux- upplause could
not be a permitted. bomothin“ ‘had to be done to diaabuee the

publio mind of the bmner thac Nogro troops wore doing bhﬁ

major part of tho !'ight.ing ovox'saas. There was a ready~mado

devige ror thia purpoeu, the courts mnreinl.

About mid-Auguat came the firah word of the ax-rest und .

aubaaquent; conviction by oonrts mertial of Lt. Leon A Gilberh

one of the few Negro of!’icera of the 24th Inrnm;ry. Lt, Gi.lbert

was ohurged with vio].at.ion of the 7)th Isrucle ol Ww, he was

found gullty and aentenced to death. This sentence was later

commuted by President Trumen to twenty years nx’tor the NisaCcP
hed intervened in hia behalf at a hoaring before the Judlclal

Council or the J.A.G. in Wnahmgton.‘ And after that came othep .

reports of a 1nx'ge Buwber of court:= martisl coses invadlving

Negroea, cases in which Negroaa were tried und oconvicted of :

cowaprdice, of mlabehavior 1n the Presence of the enemy and. of

fallure to perform thelr assigned duties, Thirty-nine of these

(more)
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convicted men sppesled to us for assistance in hesrings on

their cases in Washington. It wus olear thut something wus
wrong. The heroes of &ostordny wero now cov:ards; the same
men, the same outfits; brave one day and frightened the nexte
Something had to be wrong.

It wes then that owr Assoolation decided that we must
got to-the root of this trouble, Ve had aasuﬁed the responule
bility of protecting and advsenclng the rights of Ameplcen
Neg;‘oos and purely in war-time the protection of our men and
wouen in the armed aservices had first oall upon our Fesourcss
and sbilities. The B:oard of nlrectora or our Associauon
approved a plan to aend me to Japan and Korea to nalke an on-
the-spot investigation of the circumstanoea surrounding tho
courts martial of these Nogre troops, to prepare to defend then .
and to make recommendations to avert such churges in the future.
My firat nppliuu;ion for entry into Jupan was turnéd down by
General of the Aruy Douglas MaoArthur. l‘ollowing this rejeot.
of my application,Walter White, our exeouti.vo gecretary, appenled
directly teo Gsnex'nl MacArthur who reucinded his rox-mor action
and grented parmisnlon for me to go to the Fur Last on what I
bolieveb;;mtl:go moet lmportant mission of my careers

I lost no time in taking off. I left New York by air on
January 11 and errived in Yokyo on the llhth. After. settling
down I was called into conlerence with Geasrel MacArthur, Gen.
Doyle 0. Hickey, chief of ataff; Gen. Eduin 4, Zundell, 1'?\})‘:
inspector-general of the Far Fast Compand; (ol. Hickmun,ZJugge -
hdvocate Generul of the Commsnds and with the generael in cherge
of (12 whose neme may not be revealed for securlty reasonse In

(morq )
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this initial conference I told them frankly that I thought
the men had been viotima of racial bias and untalr trials

and that the condifion stemmed from the Awny's neyegntion
policies. Gen. MacArthur insisted that I be given the '
onxkabnadcoaadd fullest cooperation from everyons under his
comzgnde 1 worked yhrough the Inupeutor‘ Genersl's orfice
and found that the porsomnel in that office cerried out Gene
MacArthur's :commmd to the letter. They geve me Iull coopera=
tioa. ‘ '

My firat % was to intarvi:wh/?mpriaonud wmen personally.
They were cont‘inubdyiﬁxa stockade Just outside of YTokyo. I
spent three weeks making daily trips to the atockgde during
whieh‘bime I interviewsd 3l of the 36 aocused men who had

- wkltten for our assistance prior to my leaviné Now York. The'

other two were hospltalized at that vtinw. I was perqitﬁod to

© talk freoly to mll of these mem snd, iudeed, to snyone I,_ﬁép,ﬁ;éd ’

to talk with. Neeting them individuully in & private room I B
questioned each :n%?ﬁxuxnbout b.:l.x‘ case. And I talked with
others who were witneeses or membera of the samo‘outtib.‘ In
511 T talked to some 80 xems snd diae&vc_;x-ed the facts that
were nissing from the records. I checked and rechacked the
fects. I sifted the hearsay from their statements, .I valked
With Lte/G31bort at least hulf-a-doken times and ot his full
and complete story on the basis of which I am hopeful that we.
can obtain exoneration and have him returned to uniform.

But Gilbert is merely one of n;any. Take the case of ona’k
young GI convicted of cowardice. MHe onlisted at the age of
fiftoep. was statloned in Jupan nndw%e%g Korea when ﬁhe fighte

(more)
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he knew

ing broke out without revealing his true age bocause/he would

have baen returned to. the United States as u youthful hero
rather than permitted to get into the thick of the Iightinge
This lud stuck at the front until he was yanked out on a
tru:iped up court martial chargas It wui not untlil after this
that his resal age becume known. He did not resch hi_s eighteenth
bi.x'kthday until eleven 'day,s arter he had bean oonv;gpud‘by court ‘
wmartiale . ' k

fmd then thore was the cuse of J.P. Morgane. Private Mor@n,
no relstion to the fsmed financier, was court martialled for
allieged viclstion of the 75th Artlcle of Var and nenténgea Lo
ten years st hard labor.  This conviction was uplivld by heed=-
quarters of the 25th Division of which the 24th iz & constituent
unit. Fortunastely, Private Morgan wos able to prove thi{ﬁ he
was in an Army hospital during the period when he waas ‘él'aa‘r‘ged. B !
with not being on duty. When his case was tuken to Washington
the conviction was reversed snd he was returned to duty w;l_.ﬁh
Bis outfits . e

In snother instance four mea were convioted of misbehavior "
in vhhs prosence .of the enemy slthough choy‘wexfa aﬁatioued miles
behind the battleline and amsignoed to mess duty.  Havliag been
glven time off ,one evening, they took a Joep and sturted.to
town. Thoy wore arrested, charged with.y)l.ola_tion ol the 751;}:’
Article of Var, ocnvlctea and eenuencbd.to‘}:-:axzt_y yuclx-u euch.'k
Again, thoae 'oonvlocions wéx"o:upheld‘ by -the ZStl{,’ Divisi_ox:: only.
to be reversed by Yashington. 'i’he men are now buoi: in the Aruy
fighting. Between the time of thelr errest and their trial they
had been sent to the front line by thelr communding office "for

(more)
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punishaent."” Arter twenty-one days 9!' pound-the-clock fight-
: . iny they were brouéht back snd court mertialleds ‘

‘ And yet another csse involving the men of the 1§9th

: Pield Arcnlery. The'? wore in & »iver bed on a peuceful.

i ) cnlm night,ao quiet thet pruotically all of the offlcers

(white) loft the post end went to town. At 12315 ths anuny

begon dropping mertar shells on the post without a minuto'n

wnrning. There was confuslon end the ocuptain in nhurbn gave

- the order to close stetion end wove out =- an order known over-
! soas as CSMD.  They moved out and kepbt moving,. Pom‘teen Hegro
. . artillerymon digeppeared thut nlght 1n obedience to ‘the ordoz-
" CSHO. ALl but two wore back the noxt worning. leanwhile, the
battepry had moved positlon. churéoa were filed sgolnst them
and sn inventibation made. The commanding oftiger 'éaid Seonuae"’ :
there was .80 muoh confusion no one lknew ut;ac was heppenlns aud
: . to forget ‘sbout M'.. 'mey went bnck to t.heir asnignod t.aalm.
| ’ Then two of tham were brought uy on cburbes snd court marbialled.
5 S Three of their fellovl uoldiera, vho tontlried Lor uwm at. the
: : trial.wero themsalves court wortinlled. The cupcuin who ,éave
" the ordar gave threo difi'arenb stories during the trials au to
what happened that night.. Five uen were convicted snd t.he )
captain héu bacm promoﬁod to u wmalor. “Yhree of tfh" convicted
men got twenty yauru :md t.wo ure. ‘ -
These are but scme Wﬁ‘ of what huppened to Ne,vo

ewvioomm ,32 of whom were convicted undoxr the 7;th Article of

Yiere During this some perlod :
,lm.guut through octoher. 1950.

(more)
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only two white GIs were gonvicted. The undisputed Lestimony

in ono of these cases shows that the soldier who was sssigned

» to a firat-ald tent near . the front lines was lntoxicsted.

He was opdered outside by his offlcer who later went out to
look for hims The soldier had disappeared and 1t was daye
later that he was pleked bup Lar to the rosr. . He was tried,
and convicf.ed and glven a five-Yyear sentence ﬁh:.qh was cug
to one Tear by Division Headgquorters. The other convicted
white GI was glven throe years for disobedience in tront of
tho en;my. This sentencs haa sinve boen cute Anothor white
61, who fell asleap at his sentry post, wud goquitted n;.tlfmug‘q
blo comsnding offles testified that NS, pal, POl B fEA P
Having comploeted my interviews with the convicted mon
and having talked with Negro officers and enliate§ nen in
‘Tokyo and with xuny others, I presented a px'el’in;lnnry x'g:pox-t.
to Genersls NacaArthur and Hickeye I ﬁold them what I had . .
found in these investigatlons, pointed out what I believed to
ba the vdauu of -the ocu;t;a ‘mu'vtiala and indicated whowm I
thought waes to blsme. I btlwn requested p‘ermylrss_ion. té go to
Korea to talk with the men of the 24th snd its pttached unit
the 159th Field Artillery who were then on the front vlineu and
who I believsd would throw additional Llight on the ciraumscmoea
surrounding thease cnaea.#?ox-miuulon w‘au‘ urrmted and 3 deputy
inspector general, Col, O.D. Hertin,was assigned Lo accompany
me on this trip. I continued my inveatigstions for eight daya,
talke‘d with at least two men from each company of the 25th and
from asch battery of the 159th. Arrlving at Taogh we wéut. to
the 8th Army Headquarters and mode wrrangements to visit the

(move)
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men at the front. The 24th at thut timo was at the apex of
the battleline above Seu...'l.. I talked not only with the men
and officers of thls outfit but also with General Owmar Lradley,
lajor Genersl XKeang Mejor Generel Milbuurn and others st
Diviaslon n'uadquurtm-a.ﬂ‘m Pugan I had the opportunity to go
through the complete sourts mertinl files. There were a total
of 118 complainﬁa filed in the 25th'D1viaioa for all typea of
orx'onaeé. Of thaf; number B2 were taken to trisl. The remsinder
were elthey wlthdrnwn or dropped. O0f the 82 aarvi_ooien tried, '
Sl were Negroes, 27 white and one Japaneso, Twice as muny o j
Negroea were tried slthough thore were four times es many whites ‘
ip the Division. ESixty-six of theve 82 cases were investiguated
by white orﬂ.con end 16 vy Negro offioers. Rsmxxxmngsu
msxsxmxzsa the result of thess inventigntionaxxx&km clmraeu
m rilad by the trial Judge advocnt.o and the trig%echgggggé of
offlcers. Thase orﬂ.csrs are- all white es L% also/the Judge
Advooate's office. L

In telking with the msn of these outfits I was told
Trepeatedly thnt many of the white officers snesred at thoir :

fight and, if necessary, nl

troope who wers shout to &0 forth to/die for the ir eoum;ry xﬁix ¥
mﬁ% L3 deaplan 'nl(ggor' troops end 1 don't want to commsnd
Yyou and the Division 15 no good and you sre lousy. You don't
know how to fight." while this was inoc true of all the officcrs,
it wan a pvevniont. attitude and oreated lack of oont‘idenoe ’
betwsen tho men and tholr assigned léudera. Ao & uonsequenoe,

the casualty rates smong tha enliaced men and officers were,

dispr,opc)z-uomtely highe Nulbher had confidence in the othox-
' (more)
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and neither offered the maximwn proteatit.)n to the vihers
T believe this condition m;s the cause of the ocourts wartiale
The high rate of oauuglttel amony ofricurs wade it nusessary
. Yo blome somoone. 'The Hogro soldlier was the convenient soape=
goate i

Under the Articles of Wer the wcoused won are entlvled
to counasl of theLr own choicee In Korea the trials were held
pruactically on the fighting 1line. - The accused was u;aldom glven
more thun fifteon minubo-v to talk with ais co‘;mnol. ‘The usual
procoduro was as followa. Shortly before the tiLlsl t.ha nccuaed
would he appx'onohed by possibly two officers who would suy to !
himg "Wo have been appolntod a8 your defense counsol, - Under ’
the menuul you may have counsel or your own uhoico. - Whon do
you wiam‘" e :

"Well, I would like to heve Baptain Se and So."”'

" "Sorry, he is up in tho front lineu.;’

"Then could I huve Levbunant 8o and 802"

"He 1s also up in the front. lines"

# The counsel thut the uoldior wanted 8oemed olwuys unuvallable.

50 the scoused man xu let't. with tho muuninb,’l.aeu cholce of counsel
aaaignod to hijze .:oma or thoue wen were pulled oul of their fox-
holes Gnu aight, brought to the w%w(x of the trial and put on
trial at 9 o'olock the next morning huvlm, deen bhalr couns el
for the 1‘1vu: time in the cowrtroom. Two mon who recelved life
aentences had triala laating 50 m.lnunen, another a bz:ial of Ll
minutesand a fourth a trin:l. lacb-ag/ha minutes, = The couvtu were
trylog os many a8 four dbiferent cuses in a single day.

(more)
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Under thoese cirgcumstances 1t was nakursl that the mon

_ were selyed with dispsir. Some of them with perfoct alibis

and sir-tight excuses fsiled to puv thom up. Others nsglected
to testlify in their own behulf. Repeatedly I asked wen: "why
didntt you tnll‘your lawyer thet? Why dida't you spoak up in
court?" ‘f{he snawer wus inveriably the samei "It wasn't vorth
it. We knew that whon we went in that we would be convicted
and we wore*hopiné and proying that we would only yeot 1life.
Thuy gave tho officer death solely bﬁcuuus ho way a Hogro. -
what ao‘uld we bexpnnt? Ve know the soore."

tuch dispuix' handicnpped the mea lu thoelr deleanse. There
was tba case of gﬂ@?& one of the finost men I aver wet, & .
saldiex'. with a mervelous ropqrd. Ho nad kept hig conﬂp.my be-
gether during \j.he admwinistration of tlroo auoceuvul.vu connanding
olflicors &ll Witd& of whom were killed wichinn & two-day periods
He had never lost a uingle‘wound.ed men in mere chan niuo‘:j da_yuw
at chn front. Ho brought thom out, somotines un his backe He
saw his own buddi.u killed one ultver unouhex- ond kept on righte-
ing day after day many tlmau in oonwmm vooruue thax-e was no
officer around. lie mchu.-bod wlth z‘eiuaing to obey un orders
He weni through his trial uibhoub muntionkm elther to lds lawyer
or to the cowrs that he had at thet moment in Lis pockel a state=
ment frow the medlical doc "ox- in churge suylog bthut tho sergoant
was sutlering Lrom bsttlf{‘ruclgue and should ve returned Lo the
reare Ho never Lid auybody bout it uniil I saw him in the

stockade. il lmudlutely ¢alled the captsin of the puard and
his story. There in his wallet, which had besn taken up b{
ohecked wwwwmwwmm the guard, was the slip.

"Why dida't you téll thewn?" I; asked.

(more) - -
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"It wasn't worth 1t," he answerad., "It wouldn'i have
Sergeant .
holped me. Didn't you talk vo J¥XX Y?"
"Yes." e
"VYou saw whut heppened to hin. fe had an excellent
Aruy rocord which he presented &in bhs court but whloh wos
ignored. They nro not paying any attentlon to. enything we say."
INSERT 4 1 am happy to report thnt/tho .appointment of Colonel John
T. Corley as cowmonding officer morsle in the 2lth Infentry has
been vustly improved. Thure are utill some offloers in the
rogliment NXXﬂXtho‘mun o hot reupest but they do reubeotvnnd
admire thelir new commanding officer who huu‘demonsnratod to'them
that he 1s interoazted in thair fighting quallties o8, uoldiora
and not in their color or rnroes The 2hth is doing n Job at tho
front lines of which we all may bo proud. This outflt,waa one
of the first to onter the Korean conflict and at one tima Wk
mwwwcwwwww:on the front lines.continuously for 93’ days.

" On the basis of my five weeks of intensive investigation
in Japan and Korea fe fuuding the reoords, talking with the cone
victed men; thelr asnoolates, tholr counsol, enlisted men and
ofrioers -~ T am convinced:

(1) ®hat the wmen were tried in an atmosphere muklnb
Justice impossidble. They were denled Ifras cholce of counsel,
they wore hastily tried without sdequate opportunity to consult
with thelr legnl defense. Charges wera preferred ngainaﬁ them
by officers who had contempt for them and they were trisd bLelove
other officers of the ssme 11k

(2) %hat General MacArthur had no direct hund in the
courts martials. These cases were initlated within the rau&mont

(more)
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and upproved by Divison Headquurters whioh rorwardud them
directly to the J.A.0. office in Wushingtons )

(3) That theae cases are rooted in the Jim Crow
policios 8HIll persisting in the ‘Ax-ny. fhere were no large
number of courts martials in the Alr Force, Havy or uny other

mixed unit. The responsibility for meintelning the color llne

‘in the Army in the For Last restas with Genepral KucArthure He
has failed to .implement the President's order.for the elimina~

tion of uawegnubn fvom the armed services. He could have
moved promptly to that end as scon as the Fresident aunounced
& new policy as did the Alr Force snd the Navye While there
are a few wlxed wnlta in the Army in A{orea the gennrnl pruciloe
is one of rigid gegregation and is glarin,,ly appurent at. the -
headquarters of the Fer lest Comnand wo which ho Nebroe‘n uxjo
asslgnedy and ‘

(L) That the NAACP has the evidence to clear most of
these hapless men of the\.»{mfounded charge of cowardice and have
them returned to service in the U. S. Army -~ an Ariny which we | ’

hope will sboon become truly democratic and fully integrated.




