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Upon invest4;:ation we find that the 50 Neuro sailors on trinl

{ for mutiny ror rorusal to load aununition aftep the Port Cidcrro
{ exploaion are Bullty of disowedience of o naval order under the

Articles of dar, Lut this 18 1n no sense & mutiny or conspiracy,w

(see footnote.) The following points must be considered ®efore the

case can we settled with Justice:

l. For months prior to the Port Chicagollvcldent it wase the

common knowledge of experienced longshoremen andllgbor leaders that
such a disastor was i.mminent, This feeL&&gFGfmaﬁpighfnaion grew out
of their knowledge of the 1neffic1en9{;i§{3§?nagemen%;Qlack of s&fety
e asures in the handling of exploq}yéé aﬁd/f%e lavy'g policy of dig~
¢rimination and 8egregation of Négéq\eailgéé.
2. There were instances pridfl;q\the Port Chicego explosion where

merchent seamen, seeing acngﬂikﬁidpqpr that could hsrve resulted in de-

'

vastating éxnlosions, atzﬁted to Jump‘QVerboard to save themselves,
qe

‘ .
These accidents were due the 1neff}qlent handl ing of explosiveg by

lriexper ienced workers--foi(gxamule,‘wlhch-drivers. These seamen will

——

N e
witness the nru:%;ﬁfﬂ%hds statement.

3« The /yfo Longshokémen's Union has a strict policy of usin, only

eXperienced uaeh| to handle e losives. Winch-drivers, éspecially,
have a mininun

nustg

five ye ' €xperlence, For thisg reason there l.ug heen
V/

1 no instance of

| .they were Negro or white, There have bee
l .

have rafused to handle thisg type of cargo, but tiioge Wrio refused were

not Negroes, All'louding of explosives at Port Chicaso was done by

1

i

' inexperienced naval personnel,
[

4. Waterfront unions had officially warned

! # Aray prior to the Port Chicago disaster. that ir
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lnexperienced workers in the loading of munitione an explosion wrs

inevitanle, This varning wses disregarded.

These facta, therefore. lead us to believe that it was not covard-
ice, nor was there g conspiracy--insofar as the Negro saillors are concern-
ed-=as charsed by the prosecutor. Rather, the refusal was a result
8pringing; from the background of a group of people who have been denied
not orly full citizenship, but even the sllghtest.consideration fcr
their lives as huaan beings; religicus apprehensi?q and suerstition,

80 common to people forceably kept 1gnora9;+wuhich ggvé rise to the

belief that the ship they were loading‘ggﬂ\fjinxed"f a1l of this
. \»_‘ R
inteneifed by the longstanding pract;ég/z;\B;Qﬁiminat1on by the Navy,
Further testimony has revealed that She men at the time of this
[N 7

alleged refusal to obey an order wérb}wlthout doubt suffering fror shock

N .

and ”Jitters;" because they ig;emaugvivorg\pf the Port Chicago blast.

which had happened only th)éa/;;eka\BQKOPe.\?he place of the alleged

refusal is Valle jo. Thus TKy hardly h3q time to move from the 8cene of

e
ced into faging a possible repetiticn of the

same thing at another laceJQ:j\" ’f;,’
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Our 1nqu;xy?ﬁas reva?iod also that these men handling this dead-

Vet. wi

t tis knowledge and without prior training

. / \

material know n hin; of the roperties or nature of the various tvpes
t
S/

('Subsequent testimony given by the men in their own defense :
has since revealed that there was no order given to load amnunition, hut
that the duty was put on a semi~-voluntary basis, Hence the elaborately
staged court martial with 1ts increasingly ridiculous charges of "mutiny"
and "conspirucy" is at the same time nonesenslcal and ominous, The
prosecutor's attempts to impeach his own witnesses for failure to give
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the right answers cause one to smile, But for the 50 on trdal and
those of us who realize the full implications cf this affair, there
is great cause for alarm, Our prejudice=ridden Navy 18 not aWove
condemning those wen regardless of the absurdity of the charges
belng brousht agninst then,)




