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IMMOEDIATE RELEASE
October 13, 194"

RACE, NOT MUTINY IS ISSUE
IN TRIAL OF 50 NEGRO SEAMEN

Yerba Buenna Island, ali After listening to three days'testimony of the 50 Negro seaman charged with mutiny for refusal toCload anmunition at the Mare Island depot, August 9, Special NAACPCuunsel, Thurgood Marshall declared, "These men are being tred frL ttiny solely because of their race or color. rbng tried for

Following an urgentatelephone call from Joseph James, presidentof the local Ni ACP Branch, asking that National Officeasistpnesibengiven the defendants imrmediteli arNtioal f ce SaniFtance bewhere he has been reviewing testir..n marshall flew to San Franciscohis report of Proceedings thus far he chr reviewing the me.In

defense ight close te defendants was on the stand today and thewase Juyhth i case of mrrow. The Port Chicago explosionwas on July 17th and many of the accued were in ?ort Chicago atthat time. Many of them were hurt.a On Augrust 9th hesere tn..ferred to another Island and toldto falln or they were trans~
loading munition. Th1i1 l in for work, meaning

loaingammniton.They d14~ not. Their officers incl udi n; theAdmiral talked to them. Then their officer asked thin theAll of you who are willin to officer laskdthem the following:-All who are not fll-out and d obey all lawful orders stand fast.Some stood fast and othrgive your names to the officers'efsedtThere were2 o fel 'out. Those who fell out wero ar-chedewith un57 altogether but it ends up that only 50 arechre iUjat iny.my5ar

"The men take the POsition that the above statement by theofficer was not oonsidemed by them to be an ordrandswhamet bythemeant by their actions was that they did not want what theyThey did not mean to disobey an order.i t to load ammunition,
"a tYpiaal example of their testimony is that of Seamenwas'just.. Svonteen" H had enlisted when he was 16Wa~released when they d soovej'ed hie a and rohwenlist a ooas he was 17. He had only been handling am-unitonlee as soona 'hatch tender' which meant that lhwas tah iton a week and wasoperator. f the winohs . to how to lowe the one who directed thehole ..-.No -nder they were all aflower the ammunition tehanr testifiedthat, since the Porta raid o ad~ai theynitere Eafrito load1 ammunit reea~oo mef handled were 'OB afraiha~tteshad tis 0ronthd. men eriede wiohs nexperience was with ammu womntsepeinc.e

A m a n. ro~ ey forme assistant prosecutcr ofAlae~ ouny, al eo ask near o th prsn oernor Warren isthe udg A~ocat * e aks ech f te acc used who is from above
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tho Mason and Dixon line 'Where are you fromZ He never asks anyof the good southern boys the question. Today he asked one of theaccused where he was from and the man said,"Chicagc'. He usakedhim where he took hoot training, the boys replied, 'Great Lakes',whereupon Coakley said, 'Didn't they teach you to address officersas Sir' Why can't you say, Sir to me?"

There is no sufficient evidence f mutiny or conspiracy.There is no evidence of refusal to obey a direct order.These men are being tried for mutiny solely because of theirrace or color.

,,The meaning of Mutiny, under which these men are being triedis - collective insu orfnation with intent to disobey a lawfulcornand. In order to tirnd defendants guilty of mutiny it isnecessary for prosecution to prove there was collective insubordi-nation which consists of a persistent and concerted refusal oromission to obey orders, or to do duty. None of these men appearsto have conspired collectively to disobey or perform duty withinsubordinate intent.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP SPUR~S
CH ICAGO NAAC? CAMP IGN 10/13/44

Chica1;o, Ill.--A recent contribution adding impetus to theChicago campaign, being conducted by Field Secretary, Daisy E. Lamnkinwas the receipt f a $500 life membership from the nev. Clarence H.Cobbs, pastor of First Church of ')eliverance. Not satisfied withlimiting his efforts to individual generosity, the Drominent minister,turned in also 300 new NAAC? nemherships represent ing members of hischurch. The Chicago area, now in the third week of its drive, expectsto reach the 12,000 mark by October 20th.

ij


