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IMMEDIATE RELEASE October 13, 1944

RACE, NOT MUTINY IS ISSUE
IN TRIAL OF 50 NEGRO SEAMEN

- Yerba Buenna Island, Calif, - hfter listening to three days!
testinony of the 50 Negro seaman charged with mutlnyzfor rafusal %o
loed anmunition at the Mare Island depot, August 9, Special NAACE
Counsel, Thurgood Marshall declared, "These men are being tried fap
mtiny solely because of their race op color,!"

Following an urgent telephone call from Joseoh Jomes, preside
of the local NiaaCr Brangh, asking that National Office aasiséagce %g ne
#1lven the defendants inmediately, Mr, Marshall flew to San Francisco
where he has been reviewing testinony and interviewing the nen., In’
his report of proceedings thus far he charzed:

"The laet of the defendants was on the stand tnday and
defense nmight close 1ts case to-morrow, The Fort Chicago gxpiggion
was on July 17th and many of the accused were in Fort Chicazo at
that tinmc, Many of thenm were hurt, on dugust 9th they were trang~
ferred to another Island and told to fall in for work, meaniig
loading anmunition., They did not, Their officers includinc the
4dniral talkéd to them. Then their officer nsked them the following:

All of you who are willing to ohey all lawful orders stand fast, ’
All who are not fall.out ang §1lve your names to the officers!’, :
Squ 8tood fast ang others fell out, Those who fell out werc ar-
rested, There werey257 altogether but it ends up that only 50 are

"The men take the positicn that the above g
"The 3 > statement by th
officer was not consldered by then to be an srder and what {hgye

meant by their actions wae that they di1d n
(They dd rot méan to discbey an order. - ©°° ¥ANt to load asmunition,

"o $ypiloal example of thelr testimony is th
Bordendgggyhow;gﬂJuggwagﬁqgteeﬁ. He had engisted 3ﬁe§f£§°323"16;
wapﬁreleaaqd when they diséoveredq his age ana ra-onlisted as sonn
ae.ha was 17. He had only heen handling amnmunition a week and was
& "hatoh tender® whigh meant that he was the one who diracted the
gperator,ur the winoh as, to how to lower the ammunition into the
mo&pﬁqyuaﬂo,wonder they wers all afrald to load amnunitinn, Every
tgnitegtiriodaxhat,ainae.the Port Chicago affaip they were 'afraia
os ;:m :”fxmunitmnn:‘amzmrpe%gr g,gg %g,oueeg_men. handled winohes, one
experience was with ammaﬁi&agﬁ% Ve months tiperiense.. .all

“Lieutenant James p

Alameda Oounty Californig coafloy, former assistant Prosecutcr of
the Judgo Advoéate o :;k:n::ghtgg gresent Governor Warren is

he accuerd whn is fronm ahove
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thoe Mrson and Dixon line 'Where are you fron?' He never asks any

of the good southern hoys the questinn, Todlay he asked one cf the

accused where he was from and the man sald,"Chicaxc!'. He usked

him where he took boot training, the boys repliad, *Great Lakes!,

whereugon Coakley eaid, 'Didn't they teach you to address nfficers

as 8ir?: Why ocan't you say, Sir to me?!"

There 1s no sufficient evidence of mutiny or conspiracy.
There 18 no evidence of refusal to chey & Airect order.

These nen are being tried for nutiny solely hecause of their

race or color.

The meaning nf Mutiny, under which these men are heing tried

1s - "collective insubordination with intent to discbey a lawful
cormand. In order to £inc¢ defendants Auilty of mutiny it is

necessary for prosecution to prove there wes colleoctive insubcraii-

nation which coneists of g perslistent and concerted refusal or

omission to obey orders, or to do duty. None of these men apnpears

to have conspired collectively to disobey or perform duty with
insubordinate intent.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP S»URS
CHICAGO NAACF CAMPAIGN 10/13/uk

Chica.ro, Ill,=-A rccent contribution adding inpetus to the

Chicago campaizn, being ccnducted by Field Secretary, Dnisy E, Lanpkin,

wos the receipt .f a $500 1ife nmembership from the Rev. Clarcence H,
Cobvs, pastor of First Church of Deliverance, Not satisfied with

1linmiting his efforts to individual generosity, the vrominent ninister,

turned 1in also 300 new NAACE neoherships representinz nmembers of his

church, The Chicago area, now in the third week of its drive, expects

to reach the 12,000 mark by Octoher 20th,
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