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In recognition of Black History Month, this 
TMI brief examines the ramifications of 
attempts by anti-truth groups to remove 
or whitewash our nation’s history and 
legacy of racism from K-12 public school 
classrooms. The Legal Defense Fund (LDF) 
fights tirelessly for safe, inclusive, and high-
quality education, and we believe that proper 
education requires an honest, accurate, and 
comprehensive understanding of our past to 
create a more just and inclusive future. The 
current efforts to silence discussions on race 
and its intersections with inequalities based on 
sexuality and gender are not the first attempts 
to distort and erase U.S. history. This is a 
centuries old war on truth that continues to 
evolve. Today’s attacks on truth are born out 
of a broader history where a small minority 
tries to use their power and privilege to eclipse 
racial justice progress. One way in which 
truth is attacked is through controlling the 
narratives told in children’s history textbooks, 
a practice dating back to the U.S. Civil War.1

PREAMBLE

The new book by journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, “The 1619 
Project: A New Origin Story” is displayed at a New York City 
bookstore on November 17, 2021 in New York City. First published 
in The New York Times Magazine, “The 1619 Project: A New 
Origin Story” was written to center the effects of slavery and the 
achievements of Black people in the history of the United States. 
Photo by Spencer Platt/Getty Images



2   //   Whose History? How Textbooks Can Erase the Truth and Legacy of Racism The Thurgood Marshall Institute  //  tminstituteldf.org   //   3

“There is that great proverb—that until the 
lions have their own historians, the history 
of the hunt will always glorify the hunter.”

 —Chinua Achebe2

Introduction
Chinua Achebe’s recount of an African proverb 
of a lion and hunter serves as a metaphor for how 
groups with power and privilege control historical 
narratives. Throughout the years, history textbooks 
have served as a vessel for collective memory, 
created and sustained by groups of people who 
construct and reproduce their relation to the 
past.3 A defining feature of collective memory is 
its “identity-constructing function” which creates 
a collective identity for a group and binds them 
together.4 These memories further define how 
groups see themselves vis-à-vis other groups, and 
it also shapes the future they hope to have. Yet, 
collective memory can be at odds with history; these 
memories are merely narratives shared within a 
group,5 and narratives can be factually incorrect. 
Ultimately, the collective memory of a group reflects 
the perspective of a small group of people, usually 
those in power, who usher it forward as the truth.
At the end of the Civil War, history books were used 
to reshape the country’s collective memory in ways 
that reframes the South’s secession from the Union 

take one group’s collective memory and extend it 
to the entire nation in an effort to maintain racial 
hierarchies.

Education During Reconstruction
Since the U.S. Constitution does not specify how 
public schools should be governed, the federal 
government sees itself as having a “limited” role in 
education policy.9 Thus, historically, states control 
many facets of education policy, including the 
curation and selection of textbooks. Prior to 1863, 
most children attending school in the South were 
only from families who could afford to pay for it. 
That left children from poor families, regardless 
of their race, highly unlikely to receive a formal 
education. Although the Reconstruction Era was 
relatively short-lived, it brought about changes that 
led to the expansion of public schools in the South 
for all children.10 State constitutions that were 
ratified during Reconstruction funded the South’s 
first free public school system through taxes and, in 
theory, allowed all young people to obtain a formal 
education.11

Reconstruction began the arduous process of 
advancing racial justice in the U.S., but it likewise 
produced intense opposition from many white 
Southerners who refused to adopt the vision for 
a more racially just nation. Some who opposed 
the changes did so through physical violence 
while others used their political power to play 
the long game of undoing racial progress.12 One 
example of the latter was a national federation of 
women’s organizations that formally united shortly 
after Reconstruction with one common goal: 
memorializing the Confederacy. On September 
10, 1894, the National Association of Daughters 
of the Confederacy, later renamed the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC), was founded 
in Nashville, Tennessee. This neo-Confederate 
group, mainly composed of middle- and upper-
class white women throughout the South, were all 
bloodline descendants of someone who served in 

the Confederacy. Other goals of the UDC included: 
presenting what they considered to be the true 
history of the Civil War, honoring those who served 
in the Confederacy and died, and preserving 
historic Confederate sites.13 In its infancy, the UDC 
worked tirelessly to uphold the beliefs of the Lost 
Cause which “became the philosophical foundation 
for the racial violence and terrorism employed to 
reverse Reconstruction.”14 To spread the influence 
of the Lost Cause, the UDC became heavily 
involved in writing, publishing, and banning history 
textbooks for school-aged children. Additionally, 
they funded scholarships for poor descendants 
of the Confederacy so they could obtain a college 
degree and later teach students about the Lost 
Cause.15 Most interestingly, the UDC did all of their 
work without women having the legal right to vote 
or participate in politics.

The gross 
miseducation that  
the Lost Cause 
spreads is similar 
to today’s anti-truth 
movement as they 
both seek to take one 
group’s collective 
memory and extend it 
to the entire nation in 
an effort to maintain 
racial hierarchies.

as “American heroes” and recasts the horrors 
of slavery as a positive institution for individuals 
who were enslaved. Allowing those with the most 
power to decide how the past is remembered can 
have dangerous implications for both politics 
and policy. For example, at the end of the U.S. 
Civil War and the beginning of Reconstruction, 
white supremacists used textbooks as a vessel 
for neo-Confederate collective memory. During 
this period, neo-Confederates, a reactionary and 
revisionist branch of American white nationalism,6 
campaigned for a narrative called the Lost Cause, 
a myth which was “a psychological response to 
the trauma of defeat.”7 The Lost Cause attempted 
to preserve the honor of the South by casting the 
Confederate defeat in the best possible light. Two 
of the main components of the myth of the Lost 
Cause are that (1) the South’s secession from the 
Union had little or nothing to do with the institution 
of slavery and (2) enslaved people benefited from 
slavery due to benevolent slave owners.8 The gross 
miseducation that the Lost Cause spreads is similar 
to today’s anti-truth movement as they both seek to 
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Mint Julep Textbooks
Textbooks serve as a roadmap for a class, as the 
arbiter of what is considered baseline knowledge 
of a particular subject, and a springboard for 
students to rigorously analyze current events and 
historical trends. It is difficult, if not impossible, 
however, for students to engage in that kind of 
analysis and critical thinking when the springboard 
they are given is distorted and inaccurate. During 
Reconstruction, a time where the U.S. government 
attempted to redress the horrors of slavery by 
reintegrating formerly enslaved people into society,16 
these textbooks undermined attempts for racial 
progress. 

The phrase “mint julep textbooks” was coined 
by researchers at Georgia State University and 
derived from a term used by Hillel Black, a former 
Macmillan Publishers executive. Mint julep 
textbooks are Southern-style history textbooks 
published after the Civil War.17 Mint juleps are iced, 
bourbon-based cocktails that originated from the 
South after the Civil War and are still associated 

with the region. One of the earliest known mentions 
of this drink refers to it being healing, almost like 
a medicine, while still being sweet and refreshing, 
perfect for a summer day. Just like the drink, mint 
julep textbooks eased a pain of the Southern defeat 
in the Civil War at just the right time and put a 
palatable spin on the history of slavery.18 Like other 
vessels for neo-Confederate collective memory, 
these textbooks disparaged any person or event 
that championed racial justice and undermined an 
accurate retelling of history.

Although it took a village to push mint julep 
textbooks, one neo-Confederate woman was 
a central figure to the work: Mildred Lewis 
Rutherford, also known as “Miss Millie.” Miss Millie 
was born into a slave-owning family and studied 
history and literature at a secondary school for girls. 
After later becoming principal of that school,19 she 
became an active member of UDC and became their 
historian general in 1911. When addressing the UDC 
in 1914, she said that enslaved Black people “were 
the happiest set of people on the face of the globe, 

free from care or thought of food, clothes, home, or 
religious privileges.”20

In 1919, the UDC, along with the United 
Confederate Veterans and the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, created the Rutherford History 
Committee.21 Aptly named after Miss Millie 
Rutherford, the committee fortified the campaign 
to spread the Lost Cause narrative through 
textbooks.22  That committee went on to publish  
A Measuring Rod to Test Text Books, and Reference 
Books in Schools, Colleges, and Libraries, a pamphlet 
that guided Southerners in deciding if a textbook 
properly promoted the Lost Cause.23 In it, Miss 
Millie directed educational institutions to reject 
textbooks on any of the following grounds: if it “says 
the South fought to hold her slaves,” if it “speaks 
of the slaveholder of the South as cruel and unjust 
to his slaves,” and if it “omits to tell of the South’s 
heroes and their deeds when the North’s heroes and 
their deeds are made prominent.”24 Additionally, 
Miss Millie prepared a list of condemned and 
commended books each month in The Confederate 
Veteran, the publication of the United Confederate 
Veterans.25 

Similar to today’s attempted bans of books that 
discuss issues of race and racism, Miss Millie’s 
work to strip history textbooks of the truth 
was successful as A Measuring Rod became a 
standard pamphlet used across the entire South 
for decades. In North Carolina alone, the UDC 
secured multiple wins regarding textbooks. In 1905, 
school superintendents from at least six counties 
told the UDC that they would not use textbooks 
on the UDC’s blacklist, and North Carolina’s 
superintendent of public instruction wrote the 
UDC with his support of their efforts to remove 
any textbooks deemed offensive to the South. 
Additionally, North Carolina’s governor at the time, 
Robert Glenn, assured the UDC that he would only 
appoint Lost Cause loyalists to the state’s textbook 
committee. Like North Carolina, many states in 

the South either appointed Lost Cause supporters 
to their state textbook commissions or regularly 
allowed them to recommend or ban particular 
textbooks at meetings.26 

Securing spots for Lost Cause loyalists on textbook 
committees was monumental as it lessened the 
need for groups to directly lobby committees so 
their voice could be heard. Instead, they were 
full members of committees with responsibilities 
such as writing reviews of textbooks and voting 
to approve or reject textbooks.27 It is in these 
committees where Lost Cause loyalists have 

A Measuring Rod to Test Text Books, and Reference Books in Schools, Colleges, and Libraries

EXCERPTS
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historically accepted, recommended, and 
normalized neo-Confederate collective memory 
instead of recommending textbooks grounded in 
history. Unlike elected politicians, who are public 
servants and accountable to their constituents, 
textbook committees are typically not held to the 
same standard and can operate in the shadows to 
determine textbook narratives. 

Even when neo-Confederates were not allowed in 
decision-making rooms, they found alternatives to 
have a hand in ensuring the Lost Cause narratives 
prevailed in textbooks. In 1897, for example, a group 
of Confederate veterans approached B.F. Johnson 
Publishing Company and asked the company, which 
had never published school textbooks before, 
to champion “the right of southern children to 
books.” The publisher’s president obliged and the 
company published Lee’s Primary School History 
of the United States in the same year to meet the 
group’s demands.28 Fast forward to today and 
similar tactics are being used. In Florida, publishing 
companies that produce textbooks for Florida are 
being told that any attempts to circumvent the 
state’s standards will be rejected and sent back 
to publishing houses for corrections until the 
standards are met.29 These actions showcase the 
U.S.’s long history of essentially blacklisting books 
that accurately recount the lived experiences of 
Black people in this country.

Neo-Confederates in the post-slavery South 
not only built out multiple avenues to remove 
certain textbooks – they were also advocating 
for mint julep textbooks. In Tennessee, for 
example, William Garrett, a charter member 
of the United Confederate Veterans’ History 
Committee30 authored a mint julep textbook, 
History of Tennessee: Its People and Its Institutions, 
from the Earliest Times to the Year 1903,31 which 
was approved by the state.32 The book’s preface 
states that teachers would be “guilty of a crime 
against society” if they choose to instill “partisan 

animosity” in their students.33 Partisan politics do 
not belong in textbooks, but Garrett’s advice to 
reject partisan beliefs, in actuality, was partisan and 
a denunciation of a truthful and accurate history of 
race relations. In the so-called nonpartisan recount 
of history, the textbook claimed that Africans who 
were brought to Jamestown in 1619 “found homes 
and friends, and hailed their entrance into slavery 
with joy.”34 The textbook also claims that, before 
the Emancipation Proclamation, Black people 
in the U.S. were inherently the most docile race 
and only began to have a soured relationship with 
white Southerners when white Northerners put 
the thought of emancipation in their minds.35 Then 
as now, factions of the U.S. have championed 
anti-truth efforts in attempts to try to justify past 
and present racial inequality. Former President 
Trump continued this attack on truth through 
his administration’s attempts to silence accurate 
discussions of history and critical discussions of 
race and racism36 in schools and workplaces.37

Textbook Fights after Brown 
The generation of young people who digested mint 
julep textbooks would later grow up to be part of 
the generation of segregationists who rejected the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka, which prohibited de jure 
segregation in public education as a violation of the 
Equal Protection clause of the 14th Amendment. 
When that seminal ruling was issued, three decades 
had passed since the UDC actively advocated for 
textbooks that favored the Confederacy. Even 
though the UDC no longer approached textbook 
changes with the same tenacity as its earlier days, it 
spawned other groups that continued to influence 
public school textbooks.38 The UDC’s legacy 
provided segregationist citizens and elected officials 
of the era with a roadmap to embark on “Massive 
Resistance,” a term used to describe the Southern 
states’ rejection of Brown. As social change was 
sweeping the nation, segregationists opposed 
racial justice and racial integration. As part of 

this opposition, they pushed for the approval and 
circulation of racist textbooks during a precarious 
time for Black students and teachers.

Know Alabama, for example, was the only state-
approved history textbook for fourth graders in the 
entire state of Alabama from 1955 until the 1970s.39 
In a 1961 edition of the book, the words “Civil War” 
never appear even though the war is discussed. 
Instead, the authors used “War Between the States” 
as the official name of the Civil War, a term that 
was also used by the UDC.40 The textbook also 
goes on to speak about the Ku Klux Klan in kind 
terms, claiming that they were simply “loyal White 
men [who] saw they could not depend on the laws 

or the state government to protect their families” 
and sometimes rode on horses to distill law and 
order.41 It was only in 1970 that Know Alabama 
finally released an edition that acknowledged the 
Civil War by its proper name. That change, however, 
came after Black parents mobilized for change 
and was the topic of discussion at a U.S. Senate 
hearing.42 In that hearing, the case was made 
for a new era of history textbooks that reflected 
the many contributions of Black Americans.43 
Similarly, other states such as Virginia, Tennessee, 
and Mississippi, continued approving inaccurate 
textbooks throughout the 1960s44 in spite of the civil 
rights movement sweeping the nation and calling 
for racial justice and healing.

Nettie Hunt and her daughter Nickie sit on the steps of the U.S. Supreme Court. Nettie explains to her daughter the meaning 
of the high court's ruling in the Brown Vs. Board of Education case that segregation in public schools is unconstitutional. 
Photo by Bettmann/Getty Images
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In the latter state, Melvyn Leventhal, an LDF 
attorney, and Frank Banks, a Black lawyer local 
to Jackson, Mississippi, filed a class-action lawsuit 
asking the court to direct a textbook committee 
to approve Mississippi: Conflict and Change. 
About one year prior to their filing Loewen et al. 
v. Turnipseed et al., Mississippi’s History Rating 
Committee rejected the textbook. Instead, the 
committee approved only one history textbook for 
all high schoolers in Mississippi, Your Mississippi 
by John Bettersworth, even though they could 
approve as many as five textbooks. In their lawsuit, 
the plaintiffs explained that “‘custom, policy 
and practice’ meant that all previously adopted 
Mississippi history textbooks “‘minimize[d], 
ignore[d] or denigrate[d] the role of blacks and 
other minorities” and discussed historical events 

“in a manner sympathetic to principles of racial 
segregation and discrimination, black inferiority 
and ‘white supremacy.’”45 Furthermore, the 
plaintiffs asserted that Mississippi: Conflict and 
Change met the committee’s procedural and 
technical standards, and that the textbook’s authors 
were denied the opportunity to appear before the 
committee to present a case for the textbook’s 
approval.46 Therefore, the plaintiffs believed that 
Mississippi: Conflict and Change was rejected 
because it dared to name white supremacy as an evil 
force in U.S. history and expanded upon how that 
was detrimental to advancing racial justice for Black 
people in the U.S.47

Edited by James Loewen and Charles Sallis, 
Mississippi: Conflict and Change won a Lillian Smith 
Award, an award that honors books who carry on 
Smith’s legacy of explaining conditions of racial and 
social inequity,48 in 1976.49 Loewen was inspired to 
write the book while teaching at Tougaloo College, 
an HBCU, in 1968 and learning that many first-year 
students in his seminar were fed grave distortions 
about Reconstruction in grade school. School 
segregation between white and Black students is 
still high in many Mississippi counties,50 and this 

was also the case in 1968, two years before the state 
underwent massive school desegregation.51 In 1968, 
Loewen taught Black students who came from 
majority Black schools and were taught by Black 
teachers, but their history textbooks were written 
from a white supremacist point of view. Loewen 
went on to sit in on history classes at high schools 
and read their textbooks to truly understand the 
gravity of the disinformation. The textbook that he 
read was Your History. Loewen wanted to correct 
the historical record of Mississippi’s history and 
attempted to find historians in central Mississippi 
who could write an accurate textbook detailing 
Mississippi’s history. When he could not find 
historians to write Mississippi’s history, he joined 
forces with Charles Sallis, who was then a professor 
at Millsaps College, and others to write Mississippi: 
Conflict and Change.52

At a 1976 LDF board meeting it was shared that 
through litigation, we hoped to prove “that Your 
Mississippi is distorted, biased, racist and full of 
omissions; that it degrades the role of blacks and 
other minorities in the history of the United States 
and Mississippi.” Leventhal circulated Dr. Robert 
Moore’s pamphlet, Two History Texts: A Study in 
Contrast which contrasted Mississippi: Conflict and 
Change with Your Mississippi.53 Below is an excerpt 
of Moore’s analysis of how the two books address 
race.

Leventhal led depositions of many parties, including 
seven members of the Mississippi History Rating 
Committee and Bettersworth. Across the board, the 
members of the committee generally took issue with 
Mississippi: Conflict and Change discussing race, 
slavery, and race riots where white people severely 
beat Black people. One committee member strongly 
believed that the book “overemphasized racial 
issues” and did not reflect Mississippi’s true history. 
The textbook also discussed lynchings which 
members of the committee did not find to be an 
appropriate topic54 even though Mississippi had the 

Two History Texts: A Study in Contrast
By Dr. Robert Moore, 1978

EXCERPTS
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highest number of recorded lynchings in the U.S. 
from 1882-1968.55 Additionally, various members 
took issue with Mississippi: Conflict and Change 
including photos of Black/white restroom signs and 
lynchings as they believed it would upset children. 
This concern completely ignores that Black children 
not too long before had lived in a world before the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 where discrimination based 
on their race was legal and Black and white children 
both would have seen signs on restrooms and 
other public spaces. The excuses of the committee 
reveal a dangerous attitude of the time which is 
still felt today: (1) Black people’s ancestors endured 
extreme violence at the hands of white people in 
the U.S. and (2) even if they did, the present is not 
the past, so Black people alive today should get over 
it. Ironically, some white neo-Confederates have 
proven that they would not get over the past due to 
their multi-generational fight to preserve physical 
reminders of the Confederacy. For example, it 
took 126 years for Mississippi’s previous state flag, 
which featured the Confederate battle emblem, to 
be removed.56 After signing a bill to retire the flag, 
Governor Tate Reeves acknowledged that it was 
time “to move on.”57

Bettersworth was the last deposition for the 
plaintiffs, and Leventhal hoped to show that 
Mississippi’s Textbook Purchasing Board constantly 
approved biased books like Bettersworth’s. 
During the deposition, Leventhal noted that 
Your Mississippi never mentioned lynching and 
only had two lines about school desegregation. 
In response, Bettersworth claimed that he was 
not pressured to shape his writing of history to 
comfort white Mississippians’ prejudices, however, 

he did state that his editors played a large role in 
shaping books to fit the nation’s changing attitudes, 
especially when it came to racial matters.58 Whether 
Bettersworth actively chose to write pseudo-
history or his publishers whitewashed his text, it 
is clear that at least one party involved with Your 
Mississippi was keen on crafting a textbook that 
would make it through Mississippi’s textbook 
committees and be in high school classrooms. 
Leventhal departed from LDF and this case in 
spring 1978, just about two years before a ruling 
came down. In 1980 a judge ruled that Mississippi: 
Conflict and Change must be on Mississippi’s 
approved textbook list as the previous rejection was 

“unjustified and motivated by reasons which the 
defendants should have known would have racially 
discriminatory consequences.”59  

Today’s Fight and the Path Forward
Today, there are likely few schools that still actively 
use mint julep textbooks, but the overarching 
legacy of those false historical textbooks lives on. 
Three years ago, The New York Times published an 
in-depth article pointing to differences in today’s 
textbooks across two states with historically major 
markets for K-12 educational content: California 
and Texas. Eight textbooks were analyzed, and 
all were published by the same company and 
credited the same authors. However, the textbooks 
in California told a vastly different story of the 
U.S. compared to the textbooks in Texas.60 Similar 
to previous battles over textbooks, the grave 
differences in content show that some groups in 
this country are still unwilling to acknowledge 
history and have enough influence to insert falsities 
in textbooks. 

(left) Following the US Supreme Court’s order for immediate integration (as of the previous day), sixteen Black children, carrying signs 
and accompanied by four mothers, walk to Webster School, Hillsboro, Ohio, April 3, 1956. The signs read ‘I can’t go to school because of 
segregation’ and ‘Our Children play together; why can’t they learn together.’ The school board turned the children away, saying that is was 
awaiting official notification of the Supreme Court’s decision before taking any action. Photo by Bettmann/Getty Images
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As seen in the figure above, the New York Times 
article presents a variety of instances where past 
public policies and events that deepened racial 
segregation and inequality are described as 

“personal preference” in one set of textbooks and 
governmental actions in another. When discussing 
the G.I. Bill and expansion of suburbs, for example, 
California’s textbooks explain that the suburban 
dream was not something Black Americans could 
access due to various forms of discrimination 
when buying homes. Furthermore, that textbook 
highlights how the movement of white people 
from cities to suburbs between 1947 and 1951 was 
connected to their desire to get away from diverse 
neighborhoods where Black Americans resided. 
Texas’s textbook, however, asserted that suburbs 

grew for various reasons without directly naming or 
even alluding to white flight. Instead, the textbook 
explains that some people preferred getting away 
from cities and their crime and congestion and 
that others felt like suburbs were relatively more 
affordable. Moreover, Texas’ textbook glosses over 
the fact that many Black veterans could not access 
the potentially lifechanging benefits of the G.I. Bill,61 
and treats redlining and white flight as topics with 
no reference to race at all. 

Since the Times article was published, Florida 
has become a prominent producer of textbooks.62 
Florida’s increasing influence in publishing also 
came with a laundry list of demands that revealed 
the state’s anti-truth agenda. As a result, they have 

rejected large swaths of textbooks for allegedly 
containing “prohibited topics,” such as so-called 

“critical race theory” and social emotional learning, 
that they claim are attempts to indoctrinate 
students.63 In another deep dive last year, the Times 
found that most the 21 textbooks rejected in 2022 
by Florida’s Department of Education books barely 
even touch upon race, and they certainly did not 
teach students about the complicated academic 
framework that is critical race theory. When race 
is mentioned in one rejected pre-algebra textbook, 
it was in mini biographies of mathematicians of 
color.64 

Dating back to the years just following the Civil 
War, fringe local policymakers–some of whom are 
elected and others who are not–have ensured that 
millions of students digest “history” textbooks 
that are not historically accurate. At the beginning 
of the twentieth century, the attacks mainly came 
from neo-Confederates who took advantage of 
the South’s expanding public school system as 
a place to promote the Lost Cause narrative in 
textbooks. After Brown and its win to secure 
school desegregation, many states fought the idea 
of desegregation and doubled down on approving 
racist textbooks. Racist textbooks are still being 
circulated today, and now there is an added layer of 
false moral panic, an irrational fear that a hostile 

idea, thing, or person poses a threat to society.65 
In creating this panic, terms such as “critical race 
theory” have been demonized which have allowed 
states to ban books from schools under the guise 
of protecting students. In reality, they are robbing 
this generation of students from thoughtful 
books that have positively shaped the education of 
previous generations. Although years have passed 
and advocacy strategies have slightly shifted, the 
anti-truth playbook remains willing to sacrifice an 
accurate recounting of history to stall and push 
back against racial progress.

Education should not wage war on truth – it should 
welcome it. Thus, we should all be concerned how, 
throughout the years, powerful people and groups 
have targeted children with false, self-serving 
narratives disguised as history. The battles we are 
facing today regarding truth in schools are a part of 
a larger, ongoing war of the powerful and privileged 
against the underrepresented and marginalized. 
Although this battle may be fought by people hiding 
behind smoke and mirrors, the truth must prevail.

    
To learn more about LDF’s work 
in defense of truth, you can visit   
naacpldf.org/truth

EDUCATION SHOULD NOT 
WAGE WAR ON TRUTH — 
IT SHOULD WELCOME IT. 

Movement of some white Americans from cities 
to surburbs was driven by a desire to get away 
from more culturally diverse neigborhoods.

Some people wished to escape the 
crime and congestion of the city.

WHITE FLIGHT EXPLAINED 
IN TWO TEXTBOOKS

McGraw-Hill, 
“United States 
History Since 
1877,” Texas, 
P. 436

McGraw-Hill, 
“United States  
History & 
Geography: 
Continuity  
and Change,”  
California, P. 505

SOURCE: New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/01/12/us/texas-vs-california-history-textbooks.html
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